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Technology Notes

1) All participants will be muted upon joining the call. 

2)   If you dialed in or out, unmute by pressing #6 to ask a question (and press *6 to mute).

If you are having audio difficulties and are using your computer speakers, you may wish 
to dial in:

Call in number – 1-866-814-9555

Participant Code – 6266787790

Presenters: Please avoid the use of speakerphone and make sure your computer speaker 
is muted if you dialed in via phone.

3)  To ask or respond to a question using the Chat box, type your 
question and click the        icon or press Enter to send.  
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Overview

 National D.E.A.R. Day (National Drop Everything and Read Day)

 Birthday of Beverly Cleary (April 12, 1916 – McMinnville, OR)

 https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/06/travel/beverly-cleary-portland-oregon.html

 Celebrating Hideki Matsuyama: 1st win by Japanese man at the Masters; 

Patty Tavatanakit (ANA Inspiration) & Inbee Park (Kia Classic) winners

 Reminder – weekly event schedule:

 VCHIP/CHAMP/VDH calls: M/W/F; Gov. Media Briefings 

Tues/Fri; VMS call with VDH Comm. Levine Thursday

 Situation, VDH, CDC, AAP updates

 Practice  Issues: Promoting Helmet Use in Children

 Jessica VanNostrand, MD and Abby Beerman, MPH 

 Q & A/Discussion
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[Please note: the COVID-19 situation continues to evolve very rapidly – so the 

information we’re providing today may change quickly]

https://www.readingrockets.org/

calendar/dear



Situation update
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https://www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19/current-activity/vermont-dashboard

 U.S. 31.2 million+ cases; 561,527 deaths 

 https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-

us-cases.html (updated 4/12/21)

 4/11/21: 48,147 new cases; 296 d.; 43,706 hosp.

 Past week: average 69,632 cases/day (increase of 11%

from average 2 weeks earlier)

 2.9 million+ deaths worldwide; 136.1 million+ cases)

 VDH Weekly Data Summary(4/9/21)

 Weekly Spotlight Topic: Age Rate Changes focuses on 

rate of COVID-19 by age over time.

 SEE also: Case Demographics section with detailed data 

on school-aged children

 Find previous summaries at: 

https://www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19/current-

activity/weekly-data-summary

VT New Cases, Probables, Deaths



Situation update
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https://www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19/current-activity/vermont-dashboard



COVID-19 Cases in VT K-12 Learning Communities (While Infectious)

 COVID-19 Cases in Vermont K-12 Learning Communities While Infectious

 https://www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/COVID19-Transmission-Schools.pdf

 Table updated Tuesday & Friday w/data through previous Sunday & Wednesday.

 VT College & University dashboards: 

 UVM update (week of 3/29-4/4/21): 54 new cases off campus; 40 on campus; 0 faculty; 3 staff

 Middlebury College results (updated 4/6/21): 1 new case & 2 active cases.

 Norwich University: 2 current positives
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AOE School Staff Testing Dashboard

7https://education.vermont.gov/news/covid-19-guidance-vermont-schools/school-staff-covid19-

surveillance-testing/school-staff-covid-19-surveillance-testing-weekly-summary

Week of March 28; updated 4/7/21



VDH COVID-19 Vaccine Dashboard

 Daily updates Tuesday thru 

Saturday 

 Data = counts reported by end 

previous day; subject to 

change.

 https://www.healthvermont.gov/

covid-19/ vaccine/ covid-19-

vaccine-dashboard

NOTE (2/17/21): to align w/CDC  reporting, # of 

doses rec’d. for VA & VNG were removed from 

# doses rec’d.; accounted for ~8,300 doses.
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VDH COVID-19 Vaccine Registration & Sites
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https://www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19/vaccine/getting-covid-19-vaccine



Vermont Vaccine Eligibility (updated 4/12/21)
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VDH COVID-19 Vaccine Registration & Sites (cont’d.)

 Appointments from 4/12/21 – 6/15/21

 274,994 total appointments clinics: health care, VDH (Local/District Health 

Office POD), and some pharmacies (e.g., Costco, Walmart)

 Online (preferred) for most and phone appointment scheduling:

 1-855-722-7878

 If you need to speak with someone in a language other than English, call this 

number, and then press 1.

 Call Center Hours:

 Monday-Friday, 8:15 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

 Saturday and Sunday, 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
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VDH Update – Safety Messages for Schools/Families

April 12, 2021 13



VDH Update – COVID-19 Cases in School Aged Children
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All rates calculated per 10,000 people.

14-18 yo age group does not include 

college students.



Follow Up: COVID-19 Vaccine & Vermont Immunization Registry; 

Federal Retail Pharmacy Program Participation

From Bridget Ahrens MPH – VT Immunization Registry Manager 

 Registry maintains a single consolidated record for each individual. If one 

dose given at pharmacy & second at hospital, it’s all in patient record.

 Most data is flowing very quickly – most doses are in the Registry within 5 days.

 Most data is being reported to the Registry; the only large exception is for doses 

administered at VA Hospital (they do not report to us). 

From Christine Finley, APRN MPH – VDH Immunization Program Manager

 Federal Retail Pharmacy Program

 Central registration system: Walmart, Shaw’s, Hannaford, Rite Aid, Price 

Chopper, COSTCO; Brattleboro pharmacy coming on soon

 Store registration: CVS, Kinney, Walgreen’s have separate registration; 

Northfield pharmacy will be coming on 
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VDH Immunization Program Data Brief (March 2021)

COVID-19 Impact: Fewer Doses of Routine Childhood Vaccines

 Examines changes in immunizations reported for young VTers from 

2019 – 2020 (time period most likely to be impacted by COVID-19)

 Infants/toddlers (0-36 mos.): (statewide) decrease of 5.6%

 Young Children (4-6 years): decrease of 7.1%

 Pre-teens (11-12 years): decrease of 7.3%

 Teenagers (13-17 years): decrease of 13.1%

 All percentages also shown by county (wide variation)

 Comparison of actual doses administered (statewide & by county) 

also provided
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From the CDC Vaccine Tracker
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https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-

data/covidview/index.html



From the CDC: U.S. COVID-19 Cases Caused by Variants 
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From the CDC: SARS-CoV-2 Variants in the U.S.
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/cases-updates/variant-proportions.html



VDH Updates

 Camp/summer program guidance under discussion – please stay tuned

 Vermont travel guidance and schools (clarification): Q can schools 

decide to require quarantining after travel for students/staff even though 

Vermont Forward has removed this?

 A: No, they cannot – they are to follow Vermont Forward and state guidance.

 School districts do not have the authority to arbitrarily deny students access to 

in-person instruction.

 Includes independent schools which are under the jurisdiction of AOE; waiting 

to hear about boarding schools.

 Q: Does this also apply to childcare guidance?

 A: Childcare guidance is being updated separately; update should be available 

to the field soon (child care regulated by CDD/DCF, not AOE).
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From the AAP

 New hires for AAP national Senior Leadership Team to provide 

strategic guidance for population health initiatives

 Cheryl De Pinto, MD, MPH, FAAP

 Senior Vice President of Primary Care and Subspecialty Pediatrics – will 

lead  initiatives related to pediatric practice, subspecialty pediatrics, physician  

payment, child health financing, and health policy specific to children’s health 

insurance status and the changing structure of practice-based operations.

 Xavier Sevilla, MD, MBA, CPHQ, CPPS, FAAP

 Senior Vice President of Quality – will lead quality and health information 

technology initiatives, including the development, implementation

 Happening now: AAP Advocacy Conference (virtual): strong AAP-VT 

delegation led by chapter president Rebecca Bell, MD FAAP
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Promoting Helmet Use in Children

Jessica VanNostrand, MD – PGY2, UVM CH

Abby Beerman, MPH – Injury Prevention Coordinator, UVM CH

Practice Issues
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Primary Care 
Providers  
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Medical Homes 

Partnering with 

the UVMMC 

Protect your 

Head at All Times 
Program



Helmet Use Matters 
• Proper helmet use can prevent 60-85% of head and 

face injuries in bike accidents

• About half of school age children report “always” 

wearing a helmet when riding a bike, while 30% self 

report “never” wearing a helmet

• Of Vermont middle school students, 31% “always” wear 

a helmet and 26% “never” helmet 

• The AAP recommends pediatricians counsel on 

consistent helmet use for children and caregivers



Protect your Head at All Times (PHAT) 
and the Medical Home

PHAT provides helmets to partner sites for distribution 

to children and families. 

• No cost to PCP offices 

• $10 cost per helmet to families

• All sizes available 

• Minimal storage space required

• Sizes re-stocked by PHAT 



Thank you for preventing head injuries!

Please complete our survey: 

https://redcap.med.uvm.edu/surveys/?s=KR3CLDAJFP

For further information about PHAT 

or becoming a PHAT practice partner contact:

Jessica VanNostrand jessica.vannostrand@uvmhealth.org

Abby Beerman abby.beerman@uvmhealth.org

https://redcap.med.uvm.edu/surveys/?s=KR3CLDAJFP
mailto:jessicavannostrand@uvmhealth.org
mailto:abbybeermen@uvmhealth.org
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In case you missed it...

Pediatric Grand Rounds (4/7/21)

 Variants, Vaccines, and Vistas: An Update on SARS-CoV-2 – William 

Raszka, MD FAAP, UVM LCOM Professor of Pediatrics; Division Chief 

Pediatric Infectious Diseases, UVM Children’s Hospital

 Chat Monitor & Provider of Real-Time Responses: Benjamin Lee, MD

 Outline:

 Defining mutation/variant/lineage/strain

 Variants: emerging faster than expected & not stable; may lead to increased 

infectivity or reduced susceptibility to vax-generated response/previous infection

 Vaccines: development (beyond mRNA); landscape of prevention against 

variants; prev. of asympto infection; effectiveness (mRNA); boosters

 Predicting the future for VT learning communities this fall

 Request a link to view the recording: Penelope.Marchessault@med.uvm.edu

April 12, 2021 28



VCHIP ICON Statewide Teleconference

 What: Adaptations and Innovations: Providing Care for Opioid-Exposed 

Newborns and Their Families in a Pandemic

 Agenda topics include: Updates on Care; Healing for Healers; Building Resilience 

to Navigate Through Stressful Times; UVM Center on Rural Addiction; Providers’ 

Experience; Supporting Families – Adapting Home Health Services in Lamoille 

County

 When: April 13, 2021, 8:00 a.m. – 12 noon

 How: register at https://qualtrics.uvm.edu/jfe/form/SV_cTK9jFgdHNkXwVM

 More: VCHIP’s ICON project partners with the Vermont Department of 

Health and the University of Vermont Children’s Hospital to improve health 

outcomes for opioid-exposed newborns.

 To learn more about our project, visit: https://www.med.uvm.edu/vchip/icon
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More on NAS Care

From the Vermont Oxford Network
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 What: QI Grand Rounds: free webinar & discussion series: 

NAS Care and Health Equity

 Discussion of strategies for addressing inequity in the care of infants 

& mothers with opioid exposure, including approaches to harm 

reduction & reducing overtreatment, partnering with families, & other 

topics related to quality improvement in NAS

 When: Thursday, April 15, 2021 at 3:00 p.m. ET

 Who: (faculty): Stephen Patrick, MD, MPH; Lenora Marcellus 

PhD, MN, BSN, RN; Adrienne Pahl, MD; Erika Edwards, PhD, 

MPH; Roger Soll, MD

 How: register at https://public.vtoxford.org/qi-grand-rounds/



Save the Date!
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 What? Child maltreatment conference

 Who? James Metz, MD MPH & other 

expert speakers

 When? April 29, 8 am – 12:15 pm via 

live stream

 How? Register at:

http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/

render?ca=3cdb8290-cfe5-4dbb-b73b-

29ecabed13f0&preview=true&m=1130384

660698&id=preview



Save the Date: Friday, June 4, 2021
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Questions/Discussion

 Q & A Goal: monitor/respond in real time; record/disseminate/revisit later as needed.

 For additional questions, please e-mail: vchip.champ@med.uvm.edu

 What do you need – how can we be helpful (specific guidance)?

 VCHIP CHAMP VDH COVID-19 website: 
https://www.med.uvm.edu/vchip/projects/vchip_champ_vdh_covid-19_updates

 Next CHAMP call – Wednesday, April 14, 2021 – 12:15 – 12:45 pm

 Generally back to Monday/Wednesday/Friday schedule

 Please tune in to VMS call with VDH Commissioner Levine:

Thursday, April 15, 2021 – 12:30-1:00 p.m. – Zoom platform & call information:

 Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86726253105?pwd=VkVuNTJ1ZFQ2R3diSVdqdlJ2ZG4yQT09

 Meeting ID: 867 2625 3105 / Password: 540684

 One tap mobile - +1 646 876 9923,,86726253105#,,,,0#,,540684#
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