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Technology Notes

1) All participants will be muted upon joining the call. 

2)   If you dialed in or out, unmute by pressing #6 to ask a question (and press *6 to mute).

If you are having audio difficulties and are using your computer speakers, you may wish 
to dial in:

Call in number – 1-866-814-9555

Participant Code – 6266787790

Presenters: Please avoid the use of speakerphone and make sure your computer speaker 
is muted if you dialed in via phone.

3)  To ask or respond to a question using the Chat box, type your 
question and click the        icon or press Enter to send.  
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Overview

 Celebrating COVID-19 Vaccine Rollout to 12 – 15 year olds!

 Also International Dylan Thomas Day: anniversary of the first reading of 

Under Milk Wood at The Poetry Center, NYC (May 14, 1953)

 Some phrases that resonate (?): “town of ghosts,” the drag of time “in the 

hourless houses,” the sickness of those “cast to plague,” “the antiseptic 

funeral” from “under the mask.” (https://www.discoverdylanthomas.com/news-events/international-dylan-thomas-day)

 Reminder – weekly event schedule:

 VCHIP/CHAMP/VDH calls: M/W/F; Gov. Media Briefings Tues/Fri; VMS call 

with VDH Comm. Levine Thursday

 Situation, VDH, CDC, AAP updates; Friday Media Briefing

 Practice  Issues: Vaccine rollout; new CDC Interim Guidance (5/13)

 Q & A/Discussion
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[Please note: the COVID-19 situation continues to evolve very rapidly – so the 

information we’re providing today may change quickly]



Scheduling Notes

Currently NOT planning to hold calls on:

 Friday, May 21, 2021

 Friday, May 28, 2021

 Monday, May 31, 2021 (Memorial Day)

 Friday, June 4, 2021 (Annual Child Psychiatry in Primary Care 

Conference – please register!)

 Wednesday, June 9, 2021 (Narkewicz Visiting Professor)

 Considering dropping to 1 – 2 days/week this summer; then continuing 

with frequency TBD in the fall – perhaps to include new/different  topics?

 Please send us your thoughts/feedback: vchip.champ@med.uvm.edu
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Situation update
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https://www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19/current-activity/vermont-dashboard

 U.S. 32.8 million+ cases; 583,990 deaths 

 https://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2020/us/coronavirus-

us-cases.html (updated 5/14/21)

 5/13/21: 38,534 new cases; 780 deaths

 Past week: av. 35,496 cases/day (14d. change -31%)

 3.3 million+ deaths worldwide; 161.2 million+ cases     

(-5% & -11% 14-day change respectively)

 VDH Weekly Data Summary(5/14/21)

 No Weekly Spotlight Topic

 Find previous summaries at: 

https://www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19/current-

activity/weekly-data-summary

VT New Cases, Probables, Deaths



Situation update

May 14, 2021 6

https://www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19/current-activity/vermont-dashboard



Note: moving to Step 3 later today as announced at Governor’s Media Briefing this morning 
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COVID-19 Cases Among Vermont’s School-Aged Children
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[Compare to data from week of 4/24/21: rates were 12.3/10K (HS), 11.5 (MS), 

and 13.4 Elementary School respectively]



COVID-19 Cases in VT K-12 Learning Communities (While Infectious)

 COVID-19 Cases in Vermont K-12 Learning Communities While Infectious

 https://www.healthvermont.gov/sites/default/files/documents/pdf/COVID19-Transmission-Schools.pdf

 Table updated Tuesday & Friday w/data through previous Sunday & Wednesday.

 VT College & University dashboards: 

 UVM update (week of 5/2): 5 new cases off campus; 9 on campus; 0 faculty; 0 staff – grad 5/20-21

 Champlain College (week of 5/4/21): 0 positive tests – graduation 5/15/21

 St. Michael’s College (week of 5/10/21): 0 student/employee positives – graduation 5/13/21
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VDH COVID-19 Vaccine Dashboard

 Daily updates Tuesday thru 

Saturday 

 Data = counts reported by end 

previous day; subject to 

change.

 https://www.healthvermont.gov/

covid-19/ vaccine/ covid-19-

vaccine-dashboard
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VDH COVID-19 Vaccine Dashboard

 Daily updates Tuesday thru 

Saturday

 Data = counts reported by end 

previous day; subject to 

change.

 https://www.healthvermont.gov/

covid-19/ vaccine/ covid-19-

vaccine-dashboard

 NOTE: Select County to see 

age-specific rates
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Vermont Vaccine Uptake: 16 – 17 y.o.

April 30, 2021 May 8, 2021



VDH COVID-19 Vaccine Registration & Sites
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https://www.healthvermont.gov/covid-19/vaccine/getting-covid-19-vaccine
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From the CDC Vaccine Tracker
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https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#vaccinations

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-

data/covidview/index.html

Note: NEW color key today



From the CDC
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From the CDC: SARS-CoV-2 Variants in the U.S.
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/covid-data/covidview/index.html



AAP-VT Parent/Caregiver Vaccine Information Nights

Happening now:

 AAP-VT “Parent Night” presentations aligned with VDH/AHS school-located 

COVID-19 clinic schedules (clinics also open to community members)

 Presenters include pediatric health care professionals, VDH (District-based) 

School Liaisons & school nurses/COVID coordinators

 Outreach to school nurses in District includes request to use ROBO calls to 

get the word out to families

 VDH Communications providing assistance with: 

 VDH web site & social media posts: District offices, Facebook/Twitter/IG

 News outlets: TV, VT Digger, Seven Days

 PowerPoint continuously updated to remain current; “fireside chat” video by 

Dr. Becca Bell, AAP-VT Chapter President
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COVID-19 Vaccine Pediatrician & Youth Voices Hall of Fame!

 Ellie & Colleen

 Denise (daughter’s appointment 

scheduled)

https://www.mychamplainvalley.com/video/state-

sees-thousands-appointments-made-for-

children-eligible-for-pfizer/6625559/
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COVID-19 Vaccine: Pediatrician & Youth Voices Hall of Fame!

 Joseph & Shannon: “his why is to have freedom to do things and protect others 

more vulnerable to COVID. Everyone on his soccer team and his class plans to get 

the vaccine, as he has been asking them about it.”

 Fiona & Monica

 Dr. Ben Lee
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 Quote of the Day: Dr. Lori Racha: 
“My 14 yo daughter got hers right after her close 

friend and they were jumping with joy at 

Walgreens. So wonderful that the most 

common side effect is euphoria for the kids 

(and the parents).”

https://www.wcax.com/2021/05/12/uvm-doctor-

encourages-vt-parents-to-get-their-kids-vaccinated-

against-covid/



AAP-VT Parent Forums

 American Academy of Pediatrics Vermont 

Chapter To Hold Family Forums for a 

Conversation on COVID-19 Vaccine for 

Adolescents

 Find link to the pdf invite that includes all of 

the dates and links in tonight’s email.

 All events are open to anyone and will be 

held from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. on Zoom

 Please share with your patients and on 

your social media!
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Protecting Young Vermonters with 
COVID Vaccines

May, 2021

Power Point template – available for your use: 



Objectives

• Introductions 

• Brief overview of COVID in children with Vermont data

• Reminder about mental health concerns in children and adolescents

• Video from AAP-VT Chapter President Rebecca Bell, MD FAAP

• Information on COVID-19 vaccine for children and adolescents

• Questions and Answers



A Message from AAPVT Chapter President 
Rebecca Bell, M.D.

“We (pediatricians) are so excited that 
the COVID Vaccine is available for young 
people….”

“…Pediatricians are so excited that the 
people we love, our patients, are getting 
vaccinated, or going to get vaccinated 
soon”



Vaccine Posters – Adapted by AAP-VT for Your Use
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Home-Based Vaccine for CYSHN (join us 5/17 for more details)

 Homebound Vaccination Program: home health agencies & emergency medical 

services (EMS) offer in-home vax visits to eligible pts. unable to travel.

 2-tiered approach to assist CYSHN getting vaccinated at their residence:

 Tier 1 (preferred approach): CYSHN patients identified by PCPs, HHAs, Specialty 

Providers & other health care organizations. Providers can request that a patient be added 

to the centralized vaccination list by emailing AHS.VDHHOCCommander@vermont.gov. 

 Tier 2: VDH will open existing call center for caregivers & self-advocates to request a visit; 

requests will be evaluated by VDH staff with expertise in working with CYSHN &  directed to 

appropriate resources. If pt. qualifies for home visit, will be added to  centralized vaccination 

list. If pt. does not qualify, will be directed to appropriate local vaccine clinic & if needed, 

care managers will share transportation resource information. (Note: call ctr. currently 

staffed by Medicaid chronic care nurses; CSHN staff will take over.)

 Encourage health care partners will screen & identify as many qualified patients 

as possible in lists that can be shared with vaccinating partners. 
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Friday Media Briefing (5/14/21)

Governor Phil Scott

 Already hit June 1 Vermont Forward target – so later today move   

into Step 3, >2 wks. ahead of schedule – thank you, Vermonters!

 No more testing required for travel; capacity limits increase in/outdoors

 Gathering: 1 unvax/50 SF; up to 300 indoors & 900 outdoors; any 

#vaccinated in both. 

 Later today, extend Executive Order X one month: update mask 

mandate to follow CDC updated guidance. Fully vax no mask in & out; 

no concern w/physical distancing. “Based on science & data.”

 Ok to be uncomfortable/hesitant. But if fully vax, very little risk.

 If not fully vaccinated, continue mask mandate.

 VT will receive addtl. 5K Pfizer next wk. (new federal reallocation prog)

May 14, 2021 27



Friday Media Briefing (cont’d.)

AOE Secretary Dan French

 Setting up vax clinics for 12-15 yo; many at school sites.

 AOE has model letters, vax info for families. Walk-in appts. available – consent 

may be provided in-person (parent may come in w/student; complete/sign & 

send in; vaccine clinic staff can obtain by phone.

 For questions, consult local pediatrician & health care professionals.

 Thank you peds & HCP community, school nurses for leadership. Role of SN 

is complex; ours are talented group who deserve gratitude/appreciation.

 Survey of learning modes: April – 11% overall remote, 35% full IP, 54% hybrid; 

IP incr. by 3% vs. March (esp. HS); elem. 50%; MS 4% incr.

 HS had largest incr. Mar-April: IP doubled 17% (prob. change in dist. related)

 Expect to publish fall guidance later this month; prepare for full IP learning.
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Friday Media Briefing (cont’d.)

AHS Secretary Mike Smith

 12 – 15 y.o. registration: >10,300 have made appoinments.

 Consent is needed: register online or call 1-855-722-7878.

 Doses available for walk-ins at most sites; parent must consent

 AAP-VT hosting series of virtual forums to discuss vaccine in 

adolescence & answer questions; includes VDH School Liaisons

 Two sessions last night were well-received

 Find list at VDH web site or AAPVT.org

 “Pediatricians are thrilled that more patients & families are able to be 

vaccinated and are ready to help in any way they can!”
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Friday Media Briefing (cont’d.)

AHS Secretary Mike Smith

Special vaccine clinics:

 May 15: Route 100 “barnstorming”; May 20 North Beach, BTV 

(walk-in); EMS clinics, including May 22 Church St. (BTV)

 66 clinics hosted in schools: healthvermont.gov/myvaccine

 Families w/children will be eligible for any site offering Pfizer 

vaccine; all sites open to public.

 Special sites for restaurant, hospitality workers (J & J, walk-in) –

e.g., restaurants, ski areas, etc.

 You will find the atmosphere “festive.”
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Vaccine Clinics (cont’d.)

 In partnership with the Vermont Chamber of Commerce and Vermont 

Department of Tourism and Marketing, VDH will host walk-in COVID-19 vaccine 

clinics for restaurant, hospitality, and tourism workers over the next week.

 Initial wave of clinics at seven locations, with each site offering J & J vaccine for 

hospitality workers on a walk-in basis. Clinics will be staged at restaurants, 

lodging properties, ski resorts, and other tourism attractions in an effort to bring 

the vaccine directly to the workers of this sector.

 The first wave of clinics will be in Waterbury, Middlebury, Woodstock, Waitsfield, 

Windsor, South Burlington, and Warren. To see all dates, times, and locations 

for these hospitality worker vaccine clinics, please visit 

https://accd.vermont.gov/vaccine.

 More than a dozen additional clinics, including in Rutland, Killington, Stowe, and 

Vergennes are being planned now & will be added as details are confirmed.
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Pop-Up Vaccination Clinics
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Pop-Up Vaccination Clinics
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Friday Media Briefing (cont’d.)

VDH Commissioner Levine

 VT case rate 64.7/100K vs. natl. average almost 74.7/100K. 

 May 13: for first time since Nov., UVM MC had no COVID patients.

 VT will follow new CDC guidance announced yesterday.

 3 main reasons: studies show vaccines effective in real-world settings; proven 

effective against variants circulating in U.S.; if you are vaccinated, less likely to 

spread.

 Points to confidence in vaccines: “vaccination = protection”

 Exceptions: not healthcare settings (e.g., hosps., LTCFs); children too 

young/their schools; some immunocompromised; corr. facilities, homeless 

shelters, public transportation & where required by federal/tribal/local laws.

 “Reentry anxiety” – don’t judge those not comfortable w/close proximity or 

going maskless. May 14, 2021 34



Friday Media Briefing (cont’d.)

VDH Commissioner Levine

 ACIP recommended FDA EUA for 12 – 15 yo (5/12/21)

 VT moved quickly to open registration yesterday: clinical trial data 

shows vaccines safe/effective in this age group.

 AAP-VT hosting public forums timed to precede vaccine clinics.

 Listen to those pediatricians w/adolescents in their own households –

pediatricians spend much time helping keep kids well w/many tools, 

include vaccination. 

 >4K VT children/adolescents tested positive since onset pandemic.

 Urge parents to talk to children re: vaccine ahead of time.

 “Thank you pediatricians, family practitioners, all HC colleagues.”
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CDC Updated Interim Public Health Recommendations for  

Fully Vaccinated People

Practice Issues

May 14, 2021

https://www.sciencenewsforstudents.org/article/covid-19-coronavirus-vaccine-kids-teens



CDC Updated Interim Public Health Recommendations for 

Fully Vaccinated People (May 13, 2021) 

Key Points

 Recommendations apply to non-healthcare settings.

 Fully vaccinated people can:

 Resume activities without wearing masks or physically distancing, except where 

required by federal, state, local, tribal, or territorial laws, rules and regulations, 

including local business and workplace guidance

 Resume domestic travel and refrain from testing before or after travel or self-

quarantine after travel

 Refrain from testing before leaving the United States for international travel (unless 

required by the destination) and refrain from self-quarantine after arriving back in the 

United States

 Refrain from testing following a known exposure, if asymptomatic, with some 

exceptions for specific settings
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CDC Updated Interim Public Health Recommendations for 

Fully Vaccinated People (May 13, 2021) 

Key Points (cont’d.)

 Recommendations apply to non-healthcare settings.

 Fully vaccinated people can:

 Refrain from quarantine following a known exposure if asymptomatic

 Refrain from routine screening testing if feasible

 For now, fully vaccinated people should continue to:

 Get tested if experiencing COVID-19 symptoms

 Follow CDC and health department travel requirements and recommendations

 Find guidance at: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/fully-

vaccinated-guidance.html
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CDC: Choosing Safer Activities

NOW! (5/13/21) Then 
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CDC COCA Call – Today!

Objectives:

 Cite background information

 Describe CDC’s role in this topic

 Describe topic’s implications for 

clinicians

 Discuss concerns and/or issues related 

to preparedness for and/or response to 

urgent public health threats. 

 Promote health improvement, wellness, 

and disease prevention in cooperation 

with patients, communities, at-risk 

populations, and other members of an 

interprofessional team of healthcare 

professionals.
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Friday, May 14, 2021

Time: 2:00 PM-3:00 PM ET 

Zoom link

https://www.zoomgov.com/j/1613161163?pwd=eHpsTDNXa3A2TXNVc

kJTSmRTaWV6QT09

Or one-tap mobile:

US: +16692545252,,1613161163#,,,,*810483# or 

+16468287666,,1613161163#,,,,*810483#

Or Dial-in US:

+1 669 254 5252 or +1 646 828 7666 or 

+1 551 285 1373 or +1 669 216 1590

Webinar ID: 161 316 1163

Passcode: 810483



Racial Equity Programs/Events

 VPR: How To Support Vermonters Of Color: An Illustrated 

Guide (thank you, Melissa Kaufold)

 https://www.vpr.org/post/how-support-vermonters-color-

illustrated-guide#stream/0 (thank you, Melissa Kaufold)

 May 13, 2021 – Sculpture of Rutland native/Middlebury grad 

Martin Henry Freeman dedicated. Professor of science/math    

at the Allegheny Institute (later Avery College); named president 

in 1856 (first Black president in U.S.). Visit the Rutland Sculpture 

Trail!

 May 13, 2021 – Saint Michael’s College Commencement: 

honorary degree conferred upon Saint Michael’s Trustee and 

Burlington-area activist for racial equality Patrick Brown.
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COVID-19 and Health Equity

Upcoming Presentation: Tuesday, May 18; 2:30 pm ET:

 Welcoming two special guests for a discussion on COVID-19 

and schools.

 Dr. Bechara Choucair, White House Vaccinations Coordinator, will 

provide an update on the national COVID-19 vaccination effort & the 

role schools can play in vaccine distribution & surveillance efforts.

 Mayra Alvarez, President, The Children’s Partnership Member, Biden-

Harris COVID-19 Health Equity Task Force, will discuss health disparities 

related to COVID-19 & highlight how states improve equity in health &  

education.

 Register at: https://healthyschoolscampaign.org/change-for-

good-forums/registration/

 Thank you, Nate Waite!
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From Our Colleagues at UVM HN VNA Home Health & Hospice

 Week-long virtual event to support the McClure Miller Respite House

 Fun Run/Walk is annual fundraiser to benefit end-of-life care: this year a 

week-long virtual fundraiser from Friday, May 7 – Friday, May 14.

 You are invited to engage in a wellness activity of your choice while raising 

crucial funds for the Respite House by reaching out to family and friends. 

It’s easy and fun to join in! Register at: https://www.uvmhomehealth.org/event/run-2/

 Also welcome anyone to participate by making a gift to the Fun Run.

 Top fundraisers will receive a swag prize pack; anyone who posts to social 

media using the hashtag #VTRunsforRespite entered to win great prizes. 

Most important: every dollar raised will go right to work providing care for 

Vermonters.
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Vermont: Summer Matters

 From VDH/MCH: Vermont 2-1-1 is ready and willing to help 

families navigate finding summer program

 Recorded Summer Ambassador Webinar (from last week) is 

available for viewing: https://youtu.be/guhz6pKSXDk

 Visit the web site: resources for families & highlights of the 

summer health guidance for programs.

May 14, 2021 44



Save the Date: Friday, June 4, 2021
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Questions/Discussion

 Q & A Goal: monitor/respond in real time; record/disseminate/revisit later as needed.

 For additional questions, please e-mail: vchip.champ@med.uvm.edu

 What do you need – how can we be helpful (specific guidance)?

 VCHIP CHAMP VDH COVID-19 website: 
https://www.med.uvm.edu/vchip/projects/vchip_champ_vdh_covid-19_updates

 Next CHAMP call – Monday, May 17, – 12:15 – 12:45 pm

 Generally back to Monday/Wednesday/Friday schedule

 Please tune in to VMS call with VDH Commissioner Levine:

Thursday, May 20, 2021 – 12:30-1:00 p.m. – Zoom platform & call information:

 Join Zoom Meeting: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86726253105?pwd=VkVuNTJ1ZFQ2R3diSVdqdlJ2ZG4yQT09

 Meeting ID: 867 2625 3105 / Password: 540684

 One tap mobile - +1 646 876 9923,,86726253105#,,,,0#,,540684#
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