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Educational	  History	  
	  
2016	   	  	  	  	  	  Ph.D.,	  University	  of	  Oviedo	  	  
	   	   Dissertation:	  The	  use	  of	  virtual	  reality	  for	  the	  study	  and	  treatment	  of	  cigarette	  craving	  

Advisor:	  	  Olaya	  García-‐Rodriguez,	  Ph.D.	  and	  Roberto	  Secades-‐Villa,	  Ph.D.	  
External	  Advisor:	  Jose	  Gutierrez-‐Maldonado,	  Ph.D.	  (University	  of	  Barcelona)	  

	  
2010	   	  	  	  	  	  M.A.,	  University	  of	  Barcelona	  
	   	   Thesis:	  Producing	  smoking	  craving	  by	  using	  immersive	  virtual	  environments	  

Thesis	  Chair:	  Olaya	  García-‐Rodriguez,	  Ph.D.	  and	  Jose	  Gutierrez-‐Maldonado,	  Ph.D.	  
	  
2009	   	  	  	  	  	  Postgraduate	  Psychology	  Degree,	  University	  of	  Barcelona	  
	   	   Major:	  Psychopathology	  

Thesis:	  Psychopathy	  among	  women	  
Thesis	  Chair:	  Olga	  Gutierrez,	  Ph.D.	  

	  
2009	   	  	  	  	  	  B.A.,	  University	  of	  Barcelona	  

Major:	  Psychology	  	  
	  

Professional	  Licensure	  
	  
2015	   	   Licensed	  for	  independent	  practice	  in	  Clinical	  Psychology,	  Spain.	  
	  

	  
	  Predoctoral	  Research	  Internships	  and	  International	  Education	  
	  
2015	   	   Department	  of	  Psychiatry	  and	  Behavioral	  Sciences,	  Medical	  University	  of	  South	  Carolina	  	  
	   	   Advisor:	  Sudie	  E.	  Back,	  Ph.D.	  
	  
2014	   	   Department	  of	  Psychology,	  The	  State	  University	  of	  New	  York	  (SUNY)	  University	  at	  Buffalo.	  
	   	   Advisor:	  Stephen	  T.	  Tiffany,	  Ph.D.	  
	  
2013	  	   	   Department	  of	  Psychiatry	  and	  Behavioral	  Sciences,	  Medical	  University	  of	  South	  Carolina	  
	   	   Advisor:	  Sudie	  E.	  Back,	  Ph.D.	  
	  
2012	   	  	   Graduate	  College	  of	  	  Social	  Work,	  University	  of	  Houston.	  

Advisor:	  Patrick	  S.	  Bordnick,	  Ph.D.	  
	  
	   	   	  
Extramural	  Funding	  

	  
2017-‐2019	   TCORS	  P50DA03614/	  Developmental	  Project	  Program	  

Characterization	  of	  subjective,	  physiological,	  and	  behavioral	  responses	  among	  experienced	  e-‐cigarette	  
users	  
Role:	  Principal	  Investigator	  	  
	  

2012-‐2016	   BES-‐2012-‐053988	  
Research	  Training	  Predoctorate	  Scholarship	  
Spanish	  Ministry	  of	  Economy	  and	  Competitiveness	  (MINECO)	  	  



	  
2011-‐2014	   PSI2011-‐22804	  (Secades-‐Villa,	  P.I.)	  

Spanish	  Ministry	  of	  Economy	  and	  Competitiveness	  (MINECO)	  	  
Application	  of	  contingency	  management	  techniques	  in	  the	  treatment	  of	  smoking	  
Role:	  Predoctoral	  Fellow	  
	  

2011-‐2014	   PSI2011-‐28801	  (José	  Gutiérrez-‐Maldonado,	  P.I.)	  
Spanish	  Ministry	  of	  Economy	  and	  Competitiveness	  (MINECO)	  	  
Treatment	  of	  bulimia	  nervosa	  through	  exposure	  to	  cues	  with	  virtual	  reality	  
Role:	  Researcher	  

	  
2008-‐2011	   PSI2008-‐05938/PSIC	  (Olaya	  García-‐Rodríguez,	  P.I.)	  

Spanish	  Ministry	  of	  Science	  and	  Innovation	  	  
Application	  of	  virtual	  reality	  skills	  for	  smoking	  cessation	  
Role:	  Research	  Psychologist	  	  
	  
	  

Research	  Experience	  
	  
2016-‐Current	   UNIVERSITY	  OF	  VERMONT,	  DEPARTMENT	  OF	  PSYCHOLOGY	  

Postdoctoral	  Fellow	  
TCORS	  Postdoctoral	  Grant	  
NIH	  
Vermont	  Center	  on	  Behavior	  and	  Health	  
Supervisor:	  Diann	  Gaalema,	  Ph.D.	  	  
	  

2012-‐2016	   UNIVERSITY	  OF	  OVIEDO,	  DEPARTMENT	  OF	  PSYCHOLOGY	  
Predoctoral	  Fellow	  
FPI	  Predoctoral	  Grant	  
Spanish	  Ministry	  of	  Economy	  and	  Competitiveness	  (MINECO)	  (Ref.	  BES-‐2012-‐053988)	  
Addictive	  Behaviors	  Research	  Group	  	  	  
Role:	  Manuscript	  development	  and	  data	  analysis	  in	  collaboration	  with	  faculty	  mentors	  and	  fellow	  pre-‐
doctoral	  trainees.	  Participation	  in	  Spanish	  Ministry-‐funded	  clinical	  trial	  aimed	  to	  assess	  the	  efficacy	  of	  
contingency	  management	  for	  smoking	  cessation.	  Conducted	  recruitment,	  assessment	  sessions	  and	  
follow-‐up	  interviews	  with	  participants.	  Performed	  biochemical	  analyses	  with	  the	  BS-‐120	  
chemical	  analyzer	  to	  assess	  urine	  cotinine	  levels.	  
Supervisor:	  Olaya	  García-‐Rodríguez,	  Ph.D.	  and	  Roberto	  Secades-‐Villa,	  Ph.D.	  
	  

2015-‐2015	   MEDICAL	  UNIVERSITY	  OF	  SOUTH	  CAROLINA,	  DEPARTMENT	  OF	  PSYCHOLOGY	  
Predoctoral	  Internship	  in	  a	  Foreign	  Center	  
International	  Internship	  Fellow	  	  
Spanish	  Ministry	  of	  Economy	  and	  Competitiveness	  (MINECO)	  	  
Role:	  Doctoral	  research	  collaboration	  with	  a	  faculty	  member,	  data	  analysis,	  database	  management,	  
write-‐up	  of	  data	  for	  the	  COPE	  OEF/OIF	  Veterans	  Study,	  and	  provided	  assistance	  to	  a	  DART	  fellow	  in	  
development	  of	  a	  poster	  presentation.	  Conducted	  laboratory-‐based	  experiments	  designed	  to	  assess	  the	  
effects	  of	  oxytocin	  on	  craving	  following	  exposure	  to	  laboratory-‐induced	  stress	  among	  veterans	  with	  
PTSD	  and	  an	  alcohol	  use	  disorder.	  
Supervisor:	  Sudie	  E.	  Back,	  Ph.D.	  
	  

2014-‐2014	   UNIVERSITY	  AT	  BUFFALO,	  THE	  STATE	  UNIVERSITY	  OF	  NEW	  YORK,	  DEPARTMENT	  OF	  PSYCHOLOGY	  
Predoctoral	  Internship	  in	  a	  Foreign	  Center	  
International	  Internship	  Fellow	  	  
Spanish	  Ministry	  of	  Economy	  and	  Competitiveness	  (MINECO)	  	  
Smoking	  Research	  Lab	  



Role:	  Manuscript	  development	  and	  data	  analysis	  in	  collaboration	  with	  faculty	  mentors	  and	  fellow	  pre-‐
doctoral	  trainees.	  Conducted	  laboratory-‐based	  experiments	  addressed	  to	  assess	  cigarette	  craving.	  
Participation	  in	  group	  research	  meetings.	  	  
Supervisor:	  Stephen	  T.	  Tiffany,	  Ph.D.	  

	  
2013-‐2013	   MEDICAL	  UNIVERSITY	  OF	  SOUTH	  CAROLINA,	  DEPARTMENT	  OF	  PSYCHOLOGY	  

DART	  Summer	  Research	  Program	  
DART	  Summer	  Research	  Fellow	  	  
NIDA	  	  
Role:	  Participation	  in	  a	  research	  project	  that	  examined	  the	  effects	  of	  acute	  psychological	  stress	  and	  
opiate-‐related	  cues	  on	  subjective,	  physiological	  and	  neuroendocrine	  responses	  among	  individuals	  with	  
opioid	  dependence.	  Attendance	  at	  seminars,	  data	  analysis	  in	  collaboration	  with	  faculty	  mentors	  and	  
development	  of	  a	  poster	  presentation.	  	  	  
Supervisor:	  Sudie	  E.	  Back,	  Ph.D.	  
	  

2012-‐2012	   UNIVERSITY	  OF	  OVIEDO,	  DEPARTMENT	  OF	  PSYCHOLOGY	  
Research	  Psychologist	  
FIPSE	  (Foundation	  for	  AIDS	  Research	  and	  Prevention	  in	  Spain)	  
Spanish	  Ministry	  of	  Health	  and	  Consumer	  Affair	  
Role:	  Follow-‐up	  assessments	  in	  teenage	  students	  after	  the	  implementation	  of	  an	  AIDS	  prevention	  
educational	  program.	  
Supervisor:	  Roberto	  Secades-‐Villa,	  Ph.D.	  

	  
2012-‐2012	   UNIVERSITY	  OF	  HOUSTON,	  DEPARTMENT	  OF	  PSYCHOLOGY	  

Predoctoral	  Internship	  in	  a	  Foreign	  Center	  
International	  Internship	  Fellow	  	  
Department	  of	  Psychology	  grant	  for	  internships	  in	  a	  foreign	  center	  
Role:	  Training	  in	  cue	  exposure	  procedures	  to	  induce	  cigarette	  craving	  through	  virtual	  reality	  protocols.	  
Data	  analysis	  in	  collaboration	  with	  fellow	  pre-‐doctoral	  trainees.	  Participated	  in	  grant	  writing	  meetings	  
and	  group	  research	  meetings.	  
Supervisor:	  Patrick	  S.	  Bordnick,	  Ph.D.	  

	  
2010-‐2012	   UNIVERSITY	  OF	  BARCELONA,	  DEPARTMENT	  OF	  PERSONALITY,	  ASSESSMENT	  AND	  PSYCHOLOGICAL	  

TREATMENTS	  	  
Graduate	  Research	  Assistant	  	  
Research	  Group	  on	  Virtual	  Reality	  Application	  on	  Clinical	  and	  Health	  Psychology	  of	  the	  University	  of	  
Barcelona	  
Role:	  Data	  entry,	  implemented	  experimental	  protocols,	  sent	  and	  collected	  participant	  assessments.	  
Participation	  in	  Spanish	  Ministry-‐funded	  clinical	  trial	  aimed	  to	  assess	  the	  efficacy	  of	  cue	  exposure	  
treatment	  for	  smoking	  cessation.	  Conducted	  recruitment,	  assessment	  sessions	  and	  follow-‐up	  interviews	  
with	  participants.	  	  Prepared,	  analyzed,	  and	  presented	  data	  and	  findings.	  Conducted	  research	  
experiments	  to	  assess	  the	  capability	  of	  virtual	  reality	  to	  produce	  cigarette	  craving.	  
Supervisor:	  Olaya	  García-‐Rodríguez,	  Ph.D.	  	  and	  José	  Gutiérrez-‐Maldonado,	  Ph.D.	  	  
	  

2009-‐2010	   Research	  Assistant	  
Research	  Group	  on	  Virtual	  Reality	  Application	  on	  Clinical	  and	  Health	  Psychology	  of	  the	  University	  of	  
Barcelona	  
Role:	  Implementing	  experimental	  protocols.	  Participation	  in	  a	  study	  aimed	  at	  testing	  a	  virtual	  
reality	  intervention	  for	  pain	  control.	  	  
Research	  Fellow	  
Develop	  innovative	  teaching	  tools	  aimed	  at	  improving	  psychopathological	  examination	  skills	  among	  
psychology	  students.	  Develop	  simulated	  interviews	  with	  patients	  that	  had	  different	  psychological	  
disorders.	  
Supervisor:	  José	  Gutiérrez-‐Maldonado,	  Ph.D.	  	  
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Fall	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  2010	   Psychopathology	  (Psychology,	  41	  students)*	  
Drug	  dependence	  and	  other	  addictions	  (Master	  in	  Clinical	  and	  Health	  Psychology,	  30	  students)	  

	  
UNIVERSITY	  OF	  BARCELONA,	  INSTITUTE	  FOR	  LIFELONG	  LEARNING	  
Graduate	  Instructor	  
Role:	  Partial	  responsibility	  for	  on-‐line	  courses	  including	  correcting	  tests	  and	  moderating	  debate	  forums.	  	  
Spring	  	  	  	  	  2012	  	  	  	  Test	  Anxiety	  and	  Other	  Situations	  of	  Stress	  
Fall	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  2011	  	  	  	  Test	  Anxiety	  and	  Other	  Situations	  of	  Stress	  
Spring	  	  	  	  	  2011	  	  	  	  Test	  Anxiety	  and	  Other	  Situations	  of	  Stress	  
Fall	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  2010	  	  	  	  Test	  Anxiety	  and	  Other	  Situations	  of	  Stress	  
Spring	  	  	  	  	  2010	  	  	  	  Test	  Anxiety	  and	  Other	  Situations	  of	  Stress	  
Fall	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  2009	  	  	  	  Test	  Anxiety	  and	  Other	  Situations	  of	  Stress	  
	  
Honors	  and	  Awards	  
	  
2016	   	   Early	  Career	  Award	  from	  the	  College	  on	  Problems	  of	  Drug	  Dependence,	  $1,000	  
2016	   	   2016	  NIDA	  International	  Forum	  Travel	  Award,	  $1,000	  
2015	   	   National	  Hispanic	  Science	  Network	  Conference	  Travel	  Award,	  	  
2015	   	   Ministry	  of	  Economy	  and	  Competitiveness	  International	  Internship,	  €4,236	  
2014	   	   Ministry	  of	  Economy	  and	  Competitiveness	  International	  Internship,	  €4,192	  
2014	   	   University	  of	  Oviedo	  International	  Conference	  Travel	  Award,	  €260	  
2013	   	   Medical	  University	  of	  South	  Carolina	  DART	  Summer	  Research	  Fellow,	  €3,000	  	  
2013	  	  	  	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Award	  for	  the	  best	  presentation	  in	  poster	  format	  at	  the	  III	  International	  Congress	  on	  Dual	  Pathology	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Addictions	  and	  other	  mental	  disorders,	  €300	  
2012	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  University	  of	  Barcelona	  Psychology	  Department	  International	  Internship,	  €1,000	  
2011	   	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Award	  for	  the	  best	  presentation	  in	  poster	  format	  at	  the	  XXXVIIIth	  National	  Conferences	  of	  	  	  	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Socidrogalcohol,	  €300	  
	  
	  
Reviewing	  Experience	  
	  
Cyberpsychology,	  Behavior,	  and	  Social	  Networking	  (2011,	  2015,	  2016,2017)	  	  
Drug	  and	  Alcohol	  Dependence	  (2015,	  2016)	  
Games	  for	  Health	  Journal	  (2017)	  
Patient	  Preference	  and	  Adherence	  (2016)	  
The	  Open	  Psychology	  Journal	  (2016)	  
Trials	  (2015,	  2016)	  
	  
	  
Academic	  and	  Professional	  Activities	  
	  
Member	  of	  the	  Committee	  Members	  in	  Training	  of	  College	  of	  Problems	  on	  Drug	  Dependence	  (CPDD)	  
	  
Professional	  Affiliations	  
	  
Addictive	  Behaviors	  Research	  Group	  at	  the	  University	  of	  Oviedo	  (Spain)	  	  
American	  Psychological	  Association	  
College	  of	  Problems	  on	  Drug	  Dependence	  (CPDD)	  
Group	  on	  Virtual	  Reality	  Application	  on	  Clinical	  and	  Health	  Psychology	  of	  the	  University	  of	  Barcelona	  (Spain)	  	  
Spanish	  Official	  College	  of	  Psychologists	  	  
National	  Hispanic	  Science	  Network	  (NHSN)	  	  
Vermont	  Center	  on	  Behavior	  and	  Health	  


