Politics, Money, & Science: Current Debates in Public Health & Health Policy
Could sitting too much really kill us? Are e-cigarettes just as bad as tobacco, or an aid to quit smoking?
Public health issues are controversial. Join a former Vermont Commissioner of Health for a discussion of
current debates in public health and explore how controversy can be both a helpful tool to raise public
awareness and a hindrance for progress in health policy. Learn how and why politics, money and
scientific debate fuel these spirited disputes.
Jan K. Carney, M.D., M.P.H., is the Associate Dean for Public Health at the University of Vermont Larner
College of Medicine and UVM professor of medicine. She received her medical degree from the University
of Cincinnati College of Medicine and completed a residency in internal medicine at the Medical Center
Hospital of Vermont (now the University of Vermont Medical Center). She also received her Master of
Public Health degree from Harvard School of Public Health in Boston, Massachusetts. Carney has taught
medicine at UVM for 33 years and served the Vermont Department of Health from 1988 - 2003, first as
the Vermont Deputy Commissioner of Health and then as the Vermont Commissioner of Health. She
currently serves on the Health and Public Policy Committee for the American College of Physicians as well
as on the Association of American Medical Colleges Expert Panel on Public/Population Health in Medical
Education. Carney is a current member of the Vermont Public Health Association, the American Public
Health Association, and is a fellow of the American College of Physicians. In 2015, she published a book,
“Controversies in Public Health and Policy,” and is currently working on another book, “A Concise History
of Public Health.” Her main areas of professional interest include public/population health, preventive
medicine, general internal medicine, health policy, health reform, quality improvement, medical
education, distance education in public health and health policy.
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