
 

November 2015 Publicity Report 

National/Regional/News Service/Internet 

U.S. News & World Report Education, November 3 

As part of a piece on “3 Questions to Ask in a Medical School Interview,” U.S. News & World Report 

Education sought out expert advice for potential medical school applicants, which included commentary 

from UVM College of Medicine Director of Medical School Admissions Cary Jewkes, regarding how many 

medical students are interviewed.  

U.S. News & World Report Education 

Multiple Media Sources, November 8-12 

The Hearst Connecticut Media Group profiled Sohi Ashraf, M.D., a third-year resident at Norwalk 

Hospital, during his journey to Uganda for a five-part series, titled “A Connecticut Doctor in Africa.” 

Articles and photos in the series also include Majid Sadigh, M.D., director of the Western Connecticut 

Health Network/University of Vermont College of Medicine (WCHN/UVM) Global Health Program, and 

UVM College of Medicine Class of 2018 students Mary Kate LoPiccolo and Alexandra Miller, who were 

in Uganda for six weeks as part of the WCHN/UVM Global Health Program. 

Multiple Media Sources 

Multiple Media Sources, November 12-20 

University of Vermont Medical Center CEO John Brumsted, M.D., recently announced a goal to have 80 

percent of all healthcare provided by the medical center tied to quality of care, instead of volume, by 

2018. The news was picked up by multiple outlets. 

Huffington Post, News 10, Insurance News Net, NewsOK, Becker’s Hospital CFO, Burlington Free Press, 

INO 

Multiple Media Sources, November 17-19 

Recent stories about a medical cannabis “think tank” in Vermont featured  interviews with Kalev 

Freeman, M.D., Ph.D., assistant professor of surgery, and Mark Nelson, Ph.D., chair of pharmacology, as 

well as other UVM faculty members. 

Vermont Public Radio, WNPR-Connecticut, The Washington Times, CTPost, Brattleboro Reformer, 

KSL.com, WCAX-TV Channel 3, ABC News10, INO.com 

Mountain Times, November 30 

This article reported on a study showing that exercise reduces suicide attempts in teens who are bullied 

mentions James Hudziak, M.D., professor of psychiatry, medicine and pediatrics, who is a co-author on 

the study. 

Mountain Times 

 

http://www.usnews.com/education/best-graduate-schools/top-medical-schools/articles/2015/11/03/what-to-ask-during-medical-school-admissions-interviews
http://www.uvm.edu/medicine/medcommunications/?Page=news&storyID=21855&category=comitm
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/huff-wires/20151114/vt--healthy-patients/
http://news10.com/ap/vermonts-largest-health-care-provider-seeks-to-change-fees/
http://insurancenewsnet.com/oarticle/2015/11/14/vermonts-largest-health-care-provider-seeks-to-change-fees.html
http://newsok.com/vermonts-largest-health-care-provider-seeks-to-change-fees/article/feed/920056
http://www.beckershospitalreview.com/finance/uvmc-ceo-unveils-goal-for-80-value-based-care-by-2018.html
http://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/story/news/local/2015/11/14/uvm-medical-center-changes-payment-philosophy/75782542/
http://news.ino.com/headlines/?newsid=362956381
http://digital.vpr.net/post/think-tank-wants-make-vermont-home-cannabis-rd%23stream/0
http://wnpr.org/post/think-tank-wants-make-vermont-home-cannabis-rd%23stream/0
http://www.washingtontimes.com/news/2015/nov/19/think-tank-seeks-to-expand-research-on-medical-mar/
http://www.ctpost.com/news/article/Think-tank-seeks-to-expand-research-on-medical-6643028.php
http://www.reformer.com/state/ci_29138598/think-tank-seeks-expand-research-medical-marijuana
http://www.ksl.com/index.php?nid=157&sid=37424042&title=think-tank-seeks-to-expand-research-on-medical-marijuana&s_cid=queue-5
http://www.wcax.com/story/30558647/vt-think-tank-seeks-to-expand-research-on-medical-marijuana
http://news10.com/ap/think-tank-seeks-to-expand-research-on-medical-marijuana/
http://news.ino.com/headlines/?newsid=363627695
http://mountaintimes.info/new-study-exercise-reduces-suicide-attempts-by-bullied-teens/


Medical and Science Media 

HemOnc Today, November 6 

University of Vermont medical student Christina Cahill ’18, who was among 18 medical students from 

around the U.S. to receive an ASH Honor Award from the American Society of Hematology, is mentioned 

in this article.  

HemOnc Today 

World Health, November 17 

In an article discussing the link between blood type and memory loss, a study authored by Mary 

Cushman, M.D., M.Sc., professor of medicine and hematology/oncology, is mentioned. 

World Health 

PM360, November 18 

David Rettew, M.D., associate professor of psychiatry and pediatrics, discusses the use of Omega-3s for 

behavioral health in this article, which he authored. 

PM360 

American Council on Science and Health, November 24 

Steven Lidofsky, M.D., Ph.D., professor of medicine, gastroenterology and hepatology medicine, is 

quoted in this article about the timing of initial treatment of hepatitis C. 

ACHS  

Multiple Media Sources, November 29-30 

John P. and Kathryn H. Tampas Green and Gold Professor and Vice Chair of Radiology Kristen DeStigter, 

M.D., is quoted in this article about the increased use of ACR Select from electronic health record order 

entry workflow. 

Morning Star, Imaging Technology News 

Vermont/Regional 

Business People Vermont, November 1 

Jan K. Carney, M.D., M.P.H., professor of medicine and associate dean for public health, who was 

elected vice president of the UVM faculty senate and also named governor of the Vermont chapter of 

the American College of Physicians, is mentioned. 

Business People Vermont 

VTDigger, November 3 

Jan Carney, M.D., M.P.H., associate dean for public health, and David Kaminsky, M.D., professor of 

medicine, are quoted in this press release from the American Public Health Association (APHA) regarding 

a group of UVM medical students who were selected to give an oral presentation regarding research on 

“Vermonters’ Opinions on Low-Dose CT Lung Cancer Screening” during the APHA Annual Meeting.  

VTDigger 

Seven Days, November 4 

Mark Plante, M.D., associate professor and division chief of urology, Charles MacLean, M.D., professor 

of medicine and associate dean for primary care, and fourth-year medical student Therese Ray are 

mentioned and quoted in this article regarding how Vermont is improvising to attract new physicians. 

Seven Days 

http://www.healio.com/hematology-oncology/practice-management/news/online/%7B10c13c6e-813e-47bc-9f4a-42afa9a8c6d6%7D/ash-presents-honors-awards-to-28-medical-students-residents?sc_trk=internalsearch
http://www.worldhealth.net/news/blood-type-memory-loss-linked/
http://www.pm360online.com/omega-3s-for-behavioral-health-are-we-there-yet/
http://acsh.org/2015/11/should-the-new-hep-c-drugs-be-used-sooner/
https://www.morningstar.com/news/pr-news-wire/PRNews_20151129MM67315/national-decision-support-company-surpasses-1-million-decision-support-transactions-per-month-with-acr-select.html
http://www.itnonline.com/content/acr-select-surpasses-1-million-monthly-decision-support-transactions
http://www.vermontguides.com/2015/fp1115.html
http://vtdigger.org/2015/11/03/uvm-medical-students-selected-to-present-on-lung-cancer-at-american-public-health-association-meeting/
http://www.sevendaysvt.com/vermont/doctor-yes-vermont-improvises-to-attract-physicians/Content?oid=2989986


WCAX-TV Channel 3, November 5 

Peter Van Buren, M.D., associate professor of medicine and molecular physiology and biophysics, 

discusses the association of drinking two or more sugary drinks per day with a higher risk of heart failure 

in this WCAX-TV HealthWatch segment about a recent study out of Sweden, which connected sugary 

drinks to heart failure. 

WCAX-TV Channel 3 

ABC 22/Fox 44 News, November 9-16 

For the month of November, local ABC/Fox affiliate ABC22/Fox44 news recognized “No-Shave 

November,” and featured Mark Plante, M.D., associate professor of surgery and chief of urology, and 

Scott Perrapato, D.O., associate professor of surgery, in separate segments to discuss men’s health and 

the importance of raising awareness. 

ABC 22/Fox 44 News, ABC 22/Fox 44 News  

WCAX-TV Channel 3, November 9 

Stacey Sigmon, Ph.D., research associate professor of psychiatry, comments on methadone and 

subxone maintenance as highly effective treatments for opiate addiction in this story on rewarding 

addicts to drop opiates. 

WCAX-TV Channel 3 

VTDigger, November 11 

Maria Mercedes Avila, Ph.D., assistant professor of pediatrics, is quoted in this article about the 

American Civil Liberties Union of Vermont’s Annual Meeting, at which inherent bias in police 

departments was discussed.  

VTDigger 

Burlington Free Press, November 11 

A photo of UVM College of Medicine Dean Frederick Morin, M.D., and Jan Carney, M.D., M.P.H., 

professor of medicine and associate dean for public health, and the College’s receipt of a 2015 

Community Partner Award from COTS (Committee on Temporary Shelter) during the organization's 

Annual Meeting and Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast were featured in this article.  

Burlington Free Press 

VTDigger, November 11 

News of the Vermont Medical Society’s Education and Research Foundation award of $5,000 

scholarships to University of Vermont medical students Hillary Anderson ’17 and Kyle Concannon ’17 

during the Society’s annual meeting held in Stowe, Vt., was reported in this article. 

VTDigger 

WCAX-TV Channel 3, November 12 

For the HealthWatch segment, WCAX-TV Channel 3 featured Barry Finette, M.D., professor of pediatrics 

and microbiology and molecular genetics, and an innovative mobile software platform he helped 

develop called MEDSINC, a triage tool that assists community health workers and non-medical 

caregivers in underdeveloped countries with determining a diagnosis and treatment for young children 

when no physician is available for the task. 

WCAX-TV Channel 3 

Burlington Free Press, November 19 

An excerpt from a book written by former UVM College of Medicine Dean Ashbel Grinnell, M.D., and 

http://www.wcax.com/story/30448487/study-sweetened-drinks-linked-to-heart-failure
http://www.mychamplainvalley.com/news/no-shave-november-mens-health-issues-with-uvm-cancer-center
http://www.mychamplainvalley.com/news/brovember-prostate-talk-with-uvm-cancer-center
http://www.wcax.com/story/30473351/rewarding-addicts-to-drop-opiates
http://vtdigger.org/2015/11/11/implicit-bias-subject-of-aclu-vt-annual-meeting/
http://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/story/news/local/2015/11/11/cots-honors-volunteers-businesses/75589420/
http://vtdigger.org/2015/11/12/vermont-medical-society-foundation-awards-scholarship-to-uvm-college-of-medicine-students/
http://www.wcax.com/story/30504394/vt-doctors-triage-tool-could-save-kids-around-the-world


published in 1900, which described Vermont’s first opium epidemic, is featured in this article about the 

continuing crisis today. 

Burlington Free Press 

WCAX-TV Channel 3, November 19 

Daniel Lustgarten, M.D., Ph.D., associate professor of medicine, discussed the benefits of leadless 

(wireless) pacemakers, which are implanted without surgery and are currently in the clinical trial phase, 

on local CBS affiliate WCAX-TV for a HealthWatch segment. 

WCAX-TV Channel 3 

WCAX-TV Channel 3, November 22 

UVM Cancer Center researchers Brian Sprague, Ph.D., assistant professor of surgery, and Donald 

Weaver, M.D., professor of pathology and laboratory medicine, were on local CBS affiliate WCAX-TV 

Channel 3 to discuss a $3.7 million grant they received from the National Cancer Institute to study 

mechanisms underlying idel vs. progressive early stage breast cancers along with fellow researcher Janet 

Stein, Ph.D., professor of biochemistry, who was not part of the interview. 

WCAX-TV Channel 3 

ABC22/Fox44 News, November 23 

Christopher Anker, M.D., assistant professor of radiology, and Jason Stumpff, Ph.D., assistant professor 

of molecular physiology and biophysics, discussed their research regarding colorectal cancer treatments 

at the University of Vermont Medical Center in this news broadcast. 

ABC 22/Fox 44 News 

Multiple Media Sources, November 24-30 

News about a new treatment option for patients battling Parkinson’s disease, which was part of clinical 

trials conducted by James Boyd, M.D., associate professor of neurological sciences, and other clinicians 

across the country, was reported in several local outlets.  

Health Canal, Vermont Biz, VT Digger 

 

 

http://www.burlingtonfreepress.com/story/news/local/2015/11/19/history-vermonts-first-opium-epidemic/76078404/
http://www.wcax.com/story/30561954/wireless-pacemaker-shows-promise
http://www.wcax.com/category/166239/video-landing-page?clipId=12019566&autostart=true
http://www.mychamplainvalley.com/news/how-cancer-research-works-at-uvm
http://www.healthcanal.com/brain-nerves/brain-diseases/68942-bringing-better-mobility-to-parkinson-s-disease-patients.html
http://www.vermontbiz.com/news/november/new-treatment-brings-better-mobility-vermont-parkinson%E2%80%99s-disease-patients
http://vtdigger.org/2015/11/30/172201/

